An Independent Community Inquiry

MEDIA RELEASE
7 MARCH 2007
LAUNCH OF A NEW NATIONAL INQUIRY INTO YOUTH HOMELESSNESS

Professor Brian Burdekin AO will launch the first national independent inquiry for 20
years to examine why youth homelessness continues to be a major problem in
Australia.

Q\ustralia has experienced 15 years of economic growth, unemployment is at record
lows, yet the number of young people turning to homeless services for support has
remained unchanged since the last comprehensive inquiry by the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission and the report Our Homeless Children,” said
Professor Burdekin.

@ur findings that there were at least 20,000-25,000 homeless children and young
people shocked the Australian community. Yet, in 2007 we still have around 20,000
young people without a safe place to call home each night.

@\ustralia,desperately needs a coordinated, coherent national affordable housing
strategy,OProfessor Burdekin said.

Heading the new inquiry is Major David Eldridge from the Salvation Army Bthe
former chair of the Prime Minister@ Youth Homelessness Taskforce (1996D1998).

Badly, we haven®made enough inroads in addressing the root causes of
homelessness in our society.

(‘WeNare at risk of seeing an explosion in the number of young homeless people if we
don®act quickly to resolve the basic causes.

(Exacerbating the housing crisis is the fact that we have double the number of young
people on care and protection orders than we did in 1996. Both the Burdekin report
and the Taskforce report identified that young people in care have a far greater risk
of experiencing homelessness than their peers.O

In 1996, there were 13,241 children on care and protection orders. By 2006, this
figure had doubled to 27,188. (AIHW)
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Jo prevent more young people becoming homeless, we need to find lasting
solutions, based on what works.

(his is not just a social concern, but also an economic one. When you are homeless,
it@ almost impossible to hold down a job or acquire new skills. 20,000 homeless
youth means 20,000 pre-skilled workers going to waste. Can Australia really afford
that?OMajor Eldridge said.

ENDS
Background notes:

The National Youth Commission into Youth Homelessness has six (6) terms of
reference.

1. Document the history of policy, programs and initiatives by Federal, state and
territory governments to assist homeless youth.

2. ldentify the issues that prevent homeless young people connecting with their
local community and participating in the broader society as active citizens.

3. Draw attention to positive and negative changes affecting homeless young
people since the last national independent inquiry into youth homelessness by
the Human Rights and Equal opportunity Commission in 1987.

4. Report on the adequacy of existing services and programs, as well as identify
innovative initiatives for responding to the needs of homeless young people.

5. Recommend actions by various stakeholders and government authorities to
resolve the problem of youth homelessness within a broad policy framework
from prevention to post supported accommodation.

6. Explore the basis for a renewed national youth homelessness accord between
the Commonwealth and states/territories, and between government and the
community.

The National Youth Commission (NYC) inquiry will gather evidence on the issue of
youth homelessness and seek input on the reforms and actions needed to address
youth homelessness.

Hearings will be held in all capital cities and major regional centres, as well as
broader consultations with individuals and government and non-government
organisations throughout Australia.
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The Commissioners are:

- Major David Eldridge, The Salvation Army (Chair)

- David Mackenzie, Associate Professor, Swinburne University

- Narelle Clay AM, CEO of Southern Youth and Family Services in Wollongong
- Father Wally Dethlefts, one of the three commissioners from the first national

inquiry, who has played a leading role in the Queensland youth sector for many
years.

The inquiry will be completed by the end of August, with comprehensive findings to
be made public in September.

The NYC Inquiry is funded by The Caledonia Foundation.

The launch will be held at:
10.00am

Thursday 8 March

Salvation Army®

Oasis Youth Support Network

365 Crown Street (cnr Foveaux St)
Surry Hills

For further information contact:
Annie O’Rourke
0410 310 680
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